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DIPORTANT 
Following for Randall from Matthews, 


Yugeslav refugees. 


Essential in view of limitations of army resources in personnel 
and equipment that I be given a free hand to meet the very serious 
problems arising out of the reception and maintenance of Yugoslav 
refugees from the Dalmatian coast and Islands, 


‘2, ~ Present indications are that it will be necessary te 
purchase locally certain items of camp and other equipment on 
substantial scale. Essential requirements cover such articles 
for example as hurricane and pressure lamps, women and children's 
shoes and crockery, - 


3. Yugoslav Red Cross are being pressed to supply my 
available personnel end material but their resources in these 
directions are extremely meagre. 


2. I shall use existing facilities to the fullest possible 
extent but urgently require financial authority to fill in 
essential staff and equipment gaps. 


5. Parties of refugees are already en route, Uncertainty 
as regards numbers precludes any present attempt at estimating 
overhead and maintenance costs, In the circumstances I must be 
given the fullest discretion on the understanding of course 
that reports are rendered as soon as practicable, 


6. It would be helpful if any available doctors, nurses 
etc, and Serbo-Croat and Italian speaking personnel alread 
earmarked for voluntary society relief teams (see my 2928) could 
be sent out at once to assist in meeting pressing current 
refugee needs, No doctors, dentists or nurses are available from 
local military resources and I am already utilising the small 
number of representatives of British and American voluntary 
agencies now in the Middle Kast, 


JAN 7, I should be glad of an early reply and also confirmation 
xe so is to assume responsibility of this new refugee influx, 
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COPY THE FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 


| American Embassy 
/ LONDON. 
eC. 


January 17, 19. 


Dear Sir Herbert, 


Under date of November 2, 1943 you sent me information 
regarding certain Jewish refugees on the islam of Rab and made certain 
suggestions for reference to the Department of State. We took up the 
matter with the Department, which, in turn, approached the military 
authorities. There has been some change in the military situation 
affecting Rab, but the Department has recently received word that Rab 
has been recaptured from the Germans and is now in the hands of Yugoslav 
partisans. The Embassy is instructed to bring this fact to your attention 
and to ask that information be furnished to the Department as to means of 
getting money to such refugees. It is believed that the necessary funis 
can be obtained from private sources in the United States, and, if there 
are means of getting such funds tothe refugees, the Department will endeavor 
to obtain the concurrence of the military authorities in giving refugees 
ie 8 to escape to safer areas or to obtain necessities while on the island 
of ° 

You may be interested to know that as of the middle of December 
information had reached the military authorities that the refugees on the 
island of Rab, together with those at Otocac in north-western Croatia, 
totalled approximately fifteen hundred persons and that the majority of these 
refugees were Jewish. 


Sincerely yours, 
(Signed) H. BUCKNELL. 


Howard Bucknell, Jr. 
Minister-Counselor of Embassy. 


Sir Herbert Emerson, 
G.C.I1.E., K.C.S.Ie, C.B.E., 
Director of the Intergovernmental Committee, 
11D Regent Street, 
LONDON, S.W.1. 








— 





Se ee et yee oe meee ye Ee” + Foor er oe 








i a UA Oia wh een ry 
bog oy Nake Kit A ay malt wy 
pe ey Ae hy : ; ’ Wy 
ae, 2h ule i ee 


Ae opte 
») 








Br EAT RALR? bee Be 





A a GB Pe as Uae: 











File Number :— 





pee 





Cacno 


| ¢ eCey Teouew es 64 
(/ 


we Ow (c of - 


oe ect: 


a 


seal ae 





Last “Last Paper. 


OSS Give bene 


References. 

\ j 
WW | VY ¢ 0%/ 775 3 | 
-* (Print.) 


_——— 


(How disposed of.) 


Co psad M- Mey Us ( 


MN Gye 


OMe oy ebb. Ri: fy 





»\\ 
+ 6 Ki A MEW) 
S 
(Action — (Index.) 
completed.) 
S 
ir a Hes 


:) 


ee w 





Next Paper. 


y 


5 
7s | 





gn 
eee we oe 


S fate} Tia 


*~Owr) 








px OY (aaxes 
q x 





nOan. NO. a! (G)/ P(0¥, 
A SP ae | 
ee iO Miiniss:.9 air 

(/ 
APAILS &C ho A 


laa "MA ce 


leleo , 


UV : a 


25/ 


le 
y 
cn Of 4 | ag he non 


nD LPs tr ‘i - . Avo 


_*-Ce¢. . 


“TRIN t onl 


Bt 22 Soseteemmnmttinicones 


(Minute 
C4 4 My (A Myr078 ) 
T w-E-D. Ch? Crcpory) 
Cap bac (0 - GL 7 £ Qnam. 1S Fo 
ee a LY. Aen. 


212 f 


fir~t {226 


—_~ 


Ly /( 
Ars K, 
Ly | / 





\ NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS PAGE. / 
/ 


\ 


» 
aN 
y 
| 
al 
| 
| 





7 —————————— 
eases ohA eS Ret 














File Number :— 


i 















a eet FRO FY PEEL BP OE oe 4 me ee Le ee em OT ers ad, eT 


<= wee 





a Fr xGaz 


Dene e a_i Peer eel: ee eS a 











130 /hS er eS inh Se 1" 
Ll # i a 3 ; FAG 7 EZ Annr Wd ion ' Cc eee & as i-~ —- Oe , la 
A ae a | 
Ay , 4 : re: : ie 
gi Mult Agga ts ) ws FO —% at LJ 171° z/2 2 TS ¥ 3Jessd 
| ae po | ar ey 
9 eS 
No.3> I ST tena = May Gn 
DaGa- /§8 ez 
Re co used : 
Last Paper. ninety 
€ oe “; Wh a id 
Campy tay Ch 7 ) 
References. Tw ED. (or Wena’ spe) 
lJ 17, 52 » > & ‘ < =< 
Pee aca ts «S Ce pte. LW. 66 te Room ec deh 


m7" Coun), ( ™ .E. ) 


hi Gok. 


3} | 


(Print.) 










(How disposed of.) | 
Copasad 1: Kiguoxd - 
Jt heunigi cali 
Cap (ell, (Ris 


dren MAS YD 





(Action | (Indox.) 
completed.) 
%) ~ 
se 









Next Paper. 





26349 ©4F.O.P. 





NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS PAGE. 








ae 
. r ‘ 
a tA ‘i cr 4 Wy ‘ ee f 4 r A : rou eas A a, p 


ar v 
5 i= a 


tek Wenig noe werd | | or ae ae AA ieee ny. . rece) Pr ae bi ad 
LY SAMA ARS OL ole tas. | Ned A SPR SPN 9 ee ast: A iT AG ay Ma eee: Pe SAIN We” 
| _ 


7 
af 
n a | 











File Number :— 





Me , jax! 2 z) 












L~ Te OP 








f 5 
5 ee LL ke Caf 


Kats - 
2 ¥ ja 


t hy. Rola (/ ag RE Se aes ®. ten x 
(is TGL/S ) a ee mM. Ory An: on 











SO/O0'S R 
als. EST C 
Ck: go> ga =f é BS dren's Os. 
used« 
Last Paper. (Minutes.) 
\3 “ - . 
he i Ma cor ¢ cxneged Grcaks ive fury bd 
References. a at Wi = A be FF MR meee 
oul ey Ypusen, ars ly ) | ae lng. ef 
2 i Seca on ** lees o€ jeabny o™, 57a 
(Print.) f [ieedens€ poetics , F. mimes Gp a a 
r; R. G. ( Ge. C4 C te hs %~ Mensa: Gyan 
(How disposed of.) 
wigarb fasfa ). : 
uU. tn5 hk Aven: crlhl 


Bf - Gio. welsbir ” 
2 nee ws ive Val 
a3 64 evn Cun - en. at 


eg MM-- ae 
Ont le 
4 mn A f+ t; 








ae mo aa : oa ae ee 
es 1 Ra Sein He Emosn. 
“fared “ped heh. 6: ne age wh Occe pen €, 
a = 6. RAE hk 6G 
i Newer : ous te bib ed =>) Ss 
[G/, “| peat Fes j 4 : 
- Va . " Fe Rui cn trem - 
eee (Index.) ( pe %* Mones7) 7 ? 
complete om ae Cc; & ., he 
Sas | 0 compe Pinsthony ; C a i na 
or ep 
UA (> Hina? ope } " atele 1) . 
Next Paper. | bo td G~  Mosere < ["~ diy, 
om fF ao) 
70> 26349 F.O.P. is | 


j 





ba 282 rep h oon un beep lane 
ue eg Rea oe, Peelers en es 
La» Cophcn elt pepe bo beewepost 
Ke hang . We tmadt > Cao ha «ek 


Copde’s io. . f Cx lan 5. C5 Ps ¢, pel 


ee. An ducicn me Mn thy te a mada 


fom Coplecs lo. 4 ; Wf- oP Kt an SY 
ale Feces fa | et an. Ae ype and he 
ty: larg pepene: 

> a eee a vies web &. pp Gerw . 
€ut Ke A ee sf ky baewefi ead 
. R.€ 1/4 E Ceca 9 ~~ < pel sy 
me ae Tay ou ponerS iqtcacelal 


a oe “ preci PP d. [-- f, 


Cre Cons. (SK wu nth tor «£0, CG. 


, 


Acscai ad ar Fe. funk ° 
Le My .0-- des Reh Ce /ert, uA. Me, 
££. iv ‘¢ an open Sin Acny f_ 


My Shen Ged €:, & He Wa & peor 


effet t, ee i Ait te €: £04, a < pec ste, 


Ae GI K. Qincteans . 
| PP PRD < Apr. 
‘oa Gas Weide. on 
Smbhan « 2 fr 
Depls- 
ced? . 


(%- Haw vo 4) 





NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN ON THIS PAGE. 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 




















Minutes. 








i Cop bees C> 6r€ - 


See ie Ue rT- Gna pex9> ( Thnx 
i bt Renratall ¢ 3f, 


0 





(= Medd = Fonidey 62> teh 4] 


PRE 


2 Ren. Mewce hs Crim benr- ety 


Cumene He. Hho <ppwd 4 < rene fa 
hL UW 1 had i Kat 





Coir nase 


| I would be grateful if Refugees Department 
could let me know whether the Jews on the 

| island of Rab are supposed to be included 
among the 20,000 refugees from Partisan 
Yugoslavia who are being evacuated to the 
Middle East or, if not, what hope there is of 
sendin them funds which are not likely to 
fall into the hands of the Germans. 
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| There are so many of these ouestions being 
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It is also possible that what facilities we 
may have for getting funds into Yugoslav territory 
are all needed by the military for their own 

urposes; but that is for you to square with them. 
Incidentally, is not the answer to the guestion 
how funds would be transferred to be found in 
London or in Cairo rather than Algiers?). 


If, however, this or any other scheme is 
liable to cost us foreign exchange (or indeed gold), 
then it means a complete reversal of the policy of 
the last four years. 


Maybe the Rab project itself does not raise 
this major issue. Even so, I thought I had better 
bring it up explicitly, for if you are going to be 
under pressure from American competition to arrange 
for other refugee relief-schemes in enemy territory, 
it is important that major changes in policy should 
run no risk of concealment under the dangerous word 
"technical". Whether our policy ought to change, 
of course, I do not presume to say; only that the 
Question, if raised, must be clearly seen, and may 
need to be taken to a high level. 


You see how little I understand your suggestion 
that there is a "technical" question here, on which 
we ought to get in touch with the U.S. Treasury. I 
must have missed your drift; can you set me right? 


I am copying this to Gregory (T.W.E.D.) and 
Mrs. Crump (M.E.W.), and apologise for its length. 


Yours sincerely, 


ees 

















POREIGN OFFICE (Refugee Department), 
3, Cleveland Row, 
St. James's, 
$.W.14. 


W 1535/1 
ee 15th February, 1944. 


Dear Mynors, 


Would you please refer to your letter £.C.60/05 
of the 31st January about the proposel to send money 
to the island of Rab for Jewish relief? 





Our suggestion was that you should consult the 
American Treasury in order to reach a joint decision 
on whether or not the money should be sent. we 
suggested this because we felt that the proposal was 
being blocked on the ground that concurrence in it 
would involve making an exception to our normal | 
practice in defence of exchange, a question primarily 
concerning yourselves and the American Treasury. 








We understood from aph 1 of your letter 
to Henriques of the 28th December last that Rab, even 
if occupied by the Yugoslav Partisans, is, for Treasury 
purposes, deemed to be occupied by the enemy. It is 
of course difficult to establish that Rab will be 
permanently in the hands of the Partisans. 


We are unaware of the precise method by which 
funds should be got to the Jews in question and will 
enquire if the method used involves putting up foreign 
exchange. [I think we can assume, in view of the 
offer of the Military Authorities to transport the 
money, that they do not require all transfer facilities 


for military purposes. 


On the general issue, you will see from what 
I have said above that we adhere to our view os 














R.A.B. Kynors, Rea-, 
Treasury. 


the objection on which the proposal is foundering is 
purely financial. Our chief anxiety is that if the 
proposal is to be rejected it should be rejected not 

by ourselves alone but by the Americans slso. wWe do 

not wish to see an occasion arising where it can be 
alleged that a humane project for helping Jewish refugees 
has been quashed owing to alleged British inhumanity. 
If, in your view, the question of sending this money to 
Rab does not present an isolated relief problem but 
raises a general question of policy we should, nevertheless, 
certainly be prepared to take it to higher authority, but 
should still be glad to learn if the Treasury would be 
in favour of sending the money or against doing so. 






We gathered from your letter that you are not in 
favour of consulting the United States Treasury but 
should be glad to be clear on this point also. You 
will be aware that the United States Treasury is under 
severe Jewish pressure and that the President has 
lately committed himself to a policy of "rescue of 
victimssof German persecution. We are trying to obtain 
clarification of this from Washington, but it certainly 
seems to us to emphasise the necessity of taking the 
United States authorities with us in any negotiating 
of this sort of humanitarian enterprise. 


am sending copies of this letter to Captain webb 


I 
(M.I.5), Henriques (Trading with the Enemy Department ) 
and Mrs. Crump (Ministry Economic Warfare). 


(-4/ (A.W.G. Randall) 
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COPY ROYAL YUGOSLAV GOVERNMENT, 
CAIRO, January 24th 19h). 


My dear Ambassador, 


in reply to your letter of January 18th (marked 
No. 34) I wish to inform you that the Royal Yugoslav 
Government had no previous information about the 
presence of a group of Jewish refugees in the area 
South of Kapaonik and for that reason are inclined to 
Suppose that the group is mainly composed of Jews of 
Austrian or Czech origin. 


The only possible way of providing them with 
financial help is through General Mihailovié, who, 
being himself short of funds, would have to be supplied 
first. 


No doubt, the Jewish Charity Organisations could 
be invited to use funds they dispose of for this relief 
work. However, all these supplies would have to be 
delivered through the channels of the Yugoslav Army in 
Yugoslavia who would probably be at a loss to understand 
why funds are being sent to international refugees, 
while almost nothing is done to help our army and our 
people. 


Yours sincerely, 
(Sgd) B. POURITCH 


His Excellency 
Ralph C. Skrine Stevenson, Esq. » CM. G 
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=e Remittance of funds for relief of refugees on 
Maio, Vb 2183/131/48 | Island of Rab : 
Sasa Refers to Treasury letter to the toreign Office 
FROM iir, Camps of the 3lst January (W 1535/109/G). 
a Has now been informed that the refugees are 


(Ministry of Economic : - os ; 
"Warfare 40. Ee. Poles with possibly some Hungarians and not, as has | 


Randall been assumed, Yugoslavs. There is therefore no 
Mie 403/160/2Z- objection to remittances for the Poles within 
Dated 8th Feb:1944. previously specified limits. 
Received | 
ja eoities peth Feb:1944. 


W: Refugees. 
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TREASURY CHAMBERS, 
GRRAT GEORGE STREET, 
i] > ONDON. 8.W.1. 


18th Feb ary» 194i. 


Your ReferenceWL5S5/109/G. 
Treasury Reference EC60/05_ 


i) e+e 


Dear Randall, 





Many thanks for your letter of the 15th February 
about the refugees on the Island of Rab. | | 


As regards this particular case, I understand from 
Henderson that ordinary Italian lira currency is 
acceptable on the Island, that the War Office are. 
prepared to supply this, and our friends can transport 
it... This means that the operation will not.benefit the 
enemy, and is outside the considerations of blockade 
policy which prompted my letter of the 3/st January. 







. _ On the general question may I say this? © We quite 
realise the effect of the political pressure in the | 
U.S.A., to which you refer, in making these ouéstio 
difficult for you to handle. And if we can help to 
solve them by consulting the U.S. Treasury, of course we 
will do so, though the normal channel of consultation y 
on these things is the Ministry of Economic Warfare. 
But as you fhe Say, that this proposal was in danger of 
foundering on objections which are “purely financial," 
as though consultation between the Treasuries were the 
way to remove them, may I ask you for a moment's thought 
in spite of your anxiety? 


Gold and foreign exchange are a munition of war, 
just as much as machine guns. Entirely apart from the 
defence of exchange" (whether or no we can find the 
gold, Swiss francs or whatever it may be), the question 
is: Do we value the well-being of refugees, or fear 
pressure from the Americans, sufficiently to be ready to 
hand over exchange to the enemy in order to help the 
oppressed? I do not pretend to answer this question. 


/ But 


A.W.G. Randall, Esq. i O.B.E. ; 
Foreign Office. | 
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3, ciesa “g Me 
St. James's, &.. 1. 


25th February, 194k. 








(W 2769/109/0) 





a {A.".G. Randall) 


Gir Herbert “merson, G.C.1.%., F.0.5.I.5 
I Committee, 
71D, Regent Street, 
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TELEGRAM. 
om: Force 133 
i. Brigadier Maclean 


Dated: 7th March, 1944. 


Position in refugee camp at El Shatt referred to-day to 
Special Operations Committee, who wish you to discuss with Tito 
following points: - ? 


(1) Partisans have brought over by force and are holding in 
the camp certain number of persons who are non-Partisan or even 
pro-Royalist in sympathy and some of whom have intimated to camp 
authorities that they wish to join government forces. This 
position is admitted by Partisan representatives themselves. 
In some case families of these persons are being held hostage by 
the Partisans in Dalmatia and Islands. Conduct of Partisan 
Committee in dealing with situation has created bad impression here. 


Machinery now being set up (a) to segregate non-Partisan 
group by means of mixed British and Partisan Commission to other 
quarters; (b) to segregate such persons in Italy in future before 
sending forward to refugee camp. 


(2) There are a number of men and boys of military age and fit 
for service who have been evacuated along with refugees - it will 
be necessary to examine these people medically and draft back to 
Partisan Training Camps in Italy those who should be liable for 
service. Authorities here are convinced that Tito is unaware of 
this situation, which is calculated to substantiate accusation 
of totalitarianism etc. against his régime and may affect his 
credit here most adversely. Feel you should point out the above 
facts which have been verified and suggest that he instructs his 
representatives in Italy to avoid a similar situation arising 
in future. 
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[CYPHER] ‘DEPARTMENTAL No.1. 
ALGIERS ENT STER FOREIGN OFFICE 
Mr. Macmillan D.7.50 pom. 30th March, 1944, 
No. 481 | 
29th Mareh, 1944, R.5.5 a.m. Slst March, 1944. 
sey ae ae a - 
Your telegram No, 568, 0) + s2tioo/G 
NoRTH AFRICA FoR cee 9 


You will since have seen N.A.F. 656. 


Americans have assumed financial responsibility for 
arranging escape from Rab to ee On arrival on Italian 
mainland refugees will be accommodated and cared for by 
Displaced Persons Sub-Commission. Their maintenance in 
Italy will thus~be financed by A.M.F.A. lira which are I 
understand chargeable to the Italian Government. 


5 No ppans have been made beyond the arrangements for 
initial reception of refugees from Rab. This question can 
safely be left until we w more certainly the number 
involved and the categories of the refugees. Present 
information whieh is very vague in that there are between 
1,500 mg refugees in the island the majority of 
W. are JCws. ¢ 












4, My own view is that very few refugees will manage 
to reach liberated Italy from Rab in the present circumstances. 


[Copies sent to Mr. Wiltshire]. 
O.T.P. 
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